CRITICAL FILM REVIEW

THE PATRIOT

Film type: Historical. War .Drama. Action.

Running time - 164 minutes

Summary

The Patriot is an American historical war film set during the American revolutionary war in 1776, in rural South Carolina. It is a story that argues the incapability of being peaceful during said period. The storyline revolves around Benjamin , played by Mel Gibson. A war veteran and a father of seven who seeks revenge for the murder of his son by a brutal British officer. Benjamin's two eldest sons are determined to join the newly formed continental army despite his plight against this war path.  Tavington, the British colonel, burns Martin's plantation and murders Thomas and captures Gabriel. Benjamin raged, sets out for revenge. He hides and ambushes Tavington and his soldiers, Gabriel is freed.  

The film is directed by Roland Emmeric, written by Robert Rodart - who also wrote Saving private Ryan which was also full of harrowing battle scenes.
The main actors in the film are Mel Gibson, Heath ledger, Jason Isaacs, Chris Cooper, Joely Richardson, Tom Wilkinson.

The production was done by Dean Devlin, Mark Gordon, and Gary Levinsohn.
The story is told from the point of view of a former war veteran who is now a farmer. A man who has seen the impact of war and is weary of what war can do to a person. This can be seen in his reluctance to participate in the South Carolina general assembly vote and restraining his sons from joining the continental army. He is inevitably drawn into war when his family and home is vandalized by colonel Tavington. The futility of being a pacifist is examined and eventually he is forced into a gruesome fight for freedom and the eventual birth of a new nation. 

The story is told by narration, the lead character opens the story by a narration setting the stage for the whole story. He uses narrative flashbacks in dialogues to paints his pasts.

Audience.

The film is made for closely all demographics .The slow motion photography used in the battle sequences that slows the blood spattering and gruesome battle images might be disturbing to a younger demographic. The language is weak to an extent, no strong or mature contents. The decapitations, suicides are disturbing but are an epitome of how the period was.
The film can be watched by war enthusiasts, can be used by teachers to depict the scenery of the 1700s.
The film tries to examine the impact of the American revolutionary war. The main themes are heroism, sacrifice, courage, violence. The purpose of the film is to argue the extent of the brutality of the British army. The absurdities of their actions, the murder and destruction of property that led to the revolution.  

The director tells the story like a familiar tale. He pays attention to the lead character's past rather than the birth of the war itself. This is a clear assumption that the target audience has ample knowledge of the period and the subject matter.
The film has some accurate and inaccurate figures in its storylines.  There is mentioning of King George and George Washington who were the main leaders of either sides of the revolution. 

The lead character, Benjamin Martin is a composite figure who the film's writer based on real people from that period, four figures to be exact - Andrew Pickebs, Francis Marion, Daniel Morgan, and Thomas Sumter. 

The burning of the church scene by the British is inaccurate as there is no record of that, as Roger Ebert states in his critical review. This was fictional and loosely based on British historical atrocities. 

The images, costumes and props enhances the audience's understanding of the period portrayed by the film. The language and accents are an accurate depicting of the time. The weapons used in the battles, handheld canons, swords are all accurate with the period.
The cinematography is done by Caleb Deschanel. It was shot on film using Panasonic camera and lenses. The cinematography is clear and looks like use of old Technicolor films that gives the illusion it was painted .The film is in colour.
The director uses a mix of sentimentality and brutality juxtaposed against each other to bring out the passion in the film. The hand to hand combat and war carnage tries to emulate 'Braveheart'. The slow motion photography enhances the battle sequences, the action is super slowed this brings the effect of making battle scenes gruesome. 

The lighting is low key to bring out the sombre atmosphere of grief, conveys low intensity. There is no trouble pearling into shadows to see characters. 

The camera is used in various angles. There are close up shots, wide shots, aerial views, bird’s eye views depending on the scene. The use of rhythmic montage is evident as a result of continuity of shots. 

The music used in the soundtrack is composed and conducted by John Williams. The album contains 17 songs. The music is coordinated with action, transition and during duels.  The music is consistent throughout the entire film, this is emotional rendering and compliments the proceedings on the screen. 

